
Annual Report 
July 1, 2015 – June 30, 2016

Our Mission is to help people with disabilities work, live in homes of their choice, and enjoy community life.



Dear Friends, 

Though the state’s budget impasse was the big 
news throughout the year, it had little impact on 
Opportunity House or the state funds we receive. 
The larger issue for us is the lack of increases in 
state funding over the past decade. With the cost 
of doing business going up each year, the lack 
of funding increases will continue to challenge 
us until the state gets its fiscal house in order.  

Despite the state’s ongoing funding crisis we 
had many accomplishments this past year. 
From receiving a 3-year accreditation from CARF 
to finalizing plans to consolidate operations to 
our facility at 357 N. California Street, it was 
a busy and productive year. How are we able 
to do so much and offer all the programs and 
service we do? It’s you, our donors. Your support 
allows us to offer programming that goes well 
beyond what is funded by the state, programs 
like “Learning for Life”, Special Olympics, the 
Aktion Club and Venture Crew. In short – your 
support puts the “quality” in the quality of life that 
our clients enjoy.   

Take a few minutes and read through the report 
and you’ll see we have a lot to be proud of. 
On behalf of the Board of Directors, thank you 
for helping us empower those we serve to lead 
happy, healthy and productive lives.  

Robert L. Shipman
Executive Director 

Year in Review

• Received a 3-year accreditation from the 
Commission on Accreditation of Rehabilitation 
Facilities (CARF) in May. A three-year 
accreditation is the highest award given 
by CARF. 
• With Kishwaukee College, held 5th Annual 
Art Show featuring artwork by students of the 
Learning for Life program.
• The Community Living Facility achieved 
100% compliance on annual licensing survey.
• Hosted a joint DeKalb/Sycamore Chamber 
of Commerce Business After Hours event.
• The Venture Crew 202 held its inaugural 
Court of Honor in October, recognizing the 
accomplishments of each Venture Crew 
participant. 
• The Aktion Club created the Roger Hoffman 
Memorial Scholarship Fund and presented 
a $500 scholarship to a Genoa-Kingston 
High School graduate at the Genoa-Kingston 
Senior Awards Night in May. 
• Raised over $38,000 for unfunded 
programs through “Chip into Charity” and 
Band Together” fundraisers.

• Developed an enclave employment site 
at Midwest Groundcovers, employing eight 
individuals there. A total of 16 individuals 
were placed in community jobs over the year. 
• Honored five graduates of Learning for Life 
Level I and two graduates of Learning for Life 
Level II at the 4th Annual Commencement 
Ceremony at Kishwaukee College.  
• The Aktion Club raised $900 for the 
“Eliminate Project”, a worldwide Kiwanis 
project to eliminate neonatal tetanus. 
• Celebrated our 10th year of collaboration 
with the National Bank & Trust (now First 
Midwest Bank) for sponsoring the “Giving 
Tree” through the holidays.
• Finalized plans for the build-out at 357 N. 
California Street, Sycamore. When completed, 
all day program and administrative operations 
will be moved to that facility. 



Expenses

Community Integrated $2,699,153 47.5%
Living Arrangements

Developmental Training  $1,276,917 22.5%

Community Living Facility $394,647 6.9%

Vocational Services $186,638 3.3%

Recreation $177,224 3.1%

Administration $946,824 16.7%
of all Programs

Total Expenses $5,681,403 100.0%

Revenue

DHS Fee-for-Service $3,835,536 67.7%

Client Fees & $936,405 16.5%
Third Party Payments

Contract Income $288,804 5.1%

DeKalb County  $152,000 2.7%
Community Mental Health

DeKalb County Senior Grant $26,411 0.5%

Contributions $225,144 4.0%
(Includes United Way)

Transfer From Affiliate $30,000 0.5%

Miscellaneous $174,713 3.1%
(HUD Fees, Interest, Misc.)

Total Revenue $5,669,013 100.0%

Financial Stewardship

Staying financially healthy is critical to our success. We continually strive to control costs while 
providing the highest quality care.

Measuring Success

In April, the Commission on Accreditation of Rehabilitation Facilities 
(CARF) awarded Opportunity House a 3-year accreditation, the highest 
level of award given.  Accreditation affirms our commitment to best 
practice and quality programs.  

Vocational Services conducted an Employer Survey in May, receiving 
100% satisfaction ratings in regards to the program and on-the-job
supports provided by staff. Ninety-three percent of employers indicated 
that employees placed through Vocational Services met or exceeded 
expectations. 

Satisfaction surveys were conducted with a random sample of 100 
individuals receiving services, parents, guardians and other family 
members. Ratings of “Satisfied” or “Very Satisfied” were given by 90% 
of respondents. 

Access Services of Northern Illinois (ASNI) conducted 120 surveys of 
individual client services and supports with no findings, reflecting that 
all the services and supports needed were being provided. 
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0-$99  
3-D Auto Repair 
Almburg, Andrew
Archer Alignment
Barb City Automotive
Barger, Pat
Bazeli, Frank & Marilyn
Benson, Donald & Janice
Bird, Jerry & Irene
Bockman’s Auto Care 
Bonneau, Wendy
Breiling, Joan
Buzzell, Paul & Marge
CDA 996 Immaculate Conception
Cerutti, Ron
Clarner, Robert
Clausen, Betty & Milford
Crawford, Michael & Kristina
DeSandre, Hank & Peggy
Duffy, Mary Diane
Edmundson, Dave & Julie
Erlenborn, Jean
Fagan, Patricia
Foster, Victoria & Stephen
Frankiewicz, Laura
Gessner, Margaret
Glover, Robert & Judi
Gorchels, Lisa
Gulke, Scott & Karla
Heinsohn, Gene & Kathy
Henne, Jack & Rita
Hill, Douglas & Stephanie
Hoyt, Margueritte & Frank
Illini Tire of DeKalb Inc 
Keith, Michele
Kinczewski, Janice
Koss, Linda
Laird, Bonnie
Larson, Mike
Mangum, John & Michelle
Mike’s Auto & Truck Repair 
Miller, Kristin & Scott
Mullis, Betty
Napa Auto Parts 
Nimerfroh, Mark & Fran
Oeser, Chanette
Oeser, Henry
Olson, Greg & Luan
Parsons, Carol
Parsons, Barbara
Pasteris, Joseph & Margaret
Pesavento, Rick
Pickerill, Jon & Ann
Reding, Jack
Rexroat, Marilyn & Charles
Riippi, Jill
Riley, Kay
Ritz’s Southtown Auto 
Riverside Marathon
Rogers, Ellen
Rosenow, Penny
Ryan, James
Sauter, Robert & Patricia
Scott, Gary & Sally
Sheridan, Robert & Dee
Stahl, Tony
Stang, Michael & Lisa
Stone, Beverly
Swedberg & Associates 
Sweetman, Dan & Jennifer
The Motorworks of DeKalb Inc 
Twombly, Robert & Barbara
University Shell Inc 
Virgil Cook & Sons Inc 
Weisser, Erich & Kathleen
West Elementary School 
Winckler, Patricia

100-$249  
Bemis, Jerry & Sue
Bonney, David
Buck, James & Karen
Buick, Kevin & Marcy
Cashion, Mark & Alma
CBS Lawn Care 
Comeford, Mary
Countryman, John & Cheryl
Cress, Jack & Ellen
Cummings, Gordon & Shirley
Curran, Dan & Mary
Dairy Dogs 
Davidson, Richard & JoAnne
Dewey, Jane
Emry, Joseph & Diane
Erickson, Donald & Mary Ann
Ewing, David & Anne
Fairfield, John & Laura
Forsberg, Larry & Stephanie
Gregory, Brian
Gutierrez, Manuela
Hammon, Dr. Robert & Diane
Hedberg, Janet & Arthur
Heinze, Antoinette
Higdon, Nancy & Bob
Hott, Raymond
Illinois State Council - K of C Charities
Isabel, Jeanne
Johnson, Yvonne
Keil, Robert & Mary
Kirby, James & Charlotte
Klein, Roger & Irene
Klotz, Allison & Bob
Kroos, John & Lolly
Kulzer, Sarah & Ed
Larson, Stephen & Barbara
Lee-Rollo-Shabbona Community Chest 
Looney, Bernard & Maureen
Lundberg, Patsy & Bill
Lutheran Church Women 
Malone, Lauren
Martin, Terry & Sherrie
McMenamin, Paul & Nancy
MOI 
Morgan, Roberta
Mundy, Ken & Juanita
Petit, Joseph
Pritchard, Robert & Mary
Quiram, James & Sandra
Raisch, Walter & Janet
Rhodes, James & Kelly
Riippi, Doris
ServiceMaster 
Shaver, Todd & Susan
Sloniker, Russell & Kathleen
Smith, David & Kathy
Smith, Keith
Soft Water City Inc 
Tobias, John & Sarah
United Methodist Women of Sycamore 
VanDerHayden, Rene
Villers, James
W.O.T.M. Sycamore Chapter 745 
White, Alvin & Helen
Wilson, Larry
Zar, Jerrold & Carol
Zimmerman, Dr. M. Nadine

250-$499  
Becker, Lisa & Brad
Brad Manning Ford 
Conklin, Tim
Cosentino, Dawn
Dombek, James & Kathryn
Gismondo, Alfio & Rosemarie

Hendricks, James & Kathleen
Honiotes, John
Hott, Kathy
Hull, Betsy
Iroquois Investments 
Israel Of God’s Church 
Kyler, Christie
Luczak, Douglas
Matya, Tom & Karen
Myre, Matt & Nancy
Schewe, Daniel & Kathleen
Simmons, Karen & Chester
Sullivan, Tom & Pamela
Sweetman, Richard & Barbara
Timberland Financial Group 
Vesta, Dale & Leanne
Waterman Community Chest 

500-$749  
A Lasting Impression Inc 
B-95/WDKB FM 
Bockman, Ray & Irene
Edward Hospital 
First Lutheran Church DeKalb 
First Lutheran Church Kirkland 
Gahlbeck, Shirley & Michael
Hedberg, Nancy
Heinisch, Linda & Ray
Johnson, Mary Jo
Mobley, Tracy
Newman Catholic Student Center 
Petit, Edward & Teresa
Riesen, Wayne & Janene
Shipman, Bob
Sycamore Kiwanis Charity 
Williams, Caprisha
Zantout, Becky
Zea Mays Holdings LLC 

750-$999  
Johnson, Betty
Poorten, Kevin & Patty
St. Catherine of Genoa Church 
Traglia, Helen

$1000+  
Anderson Funeral Home 
Chaney, Stephen & Melinda
DeKalb Co. Comm. Foundation 
DeKalb Harley-Davidson 
Downs Ovitz, Jane
Hart, Matt
Jensen, Robert & Sue
Joliet Women’s Club 
Juday, David & Suzanne
King - Roberts, Lynne
Klein, Ronald
Knights of Columbus St. James Parish 
Council #15153 
Knipp Trust  [Bequest] 
PC Net Consulting Inc. 
Proesel, Ron & Nancy
RichWrap Inc. 
Ross, David & Cheryl
School Tool Box LLC 
SMS Ventures LLC 
Schupbach, Steven & Pamela
Spinoso, John & Vivian
St. Mary’s Church of Sycamore 
Sycamore Elks Lodge #1392 
Titans Travel Basketball 
Trier, James & Tamey
Troyer [Bequest] Forrest & Joyce
Upstaging Lighting & Transport 

Licensure & 
Certification:
Illinois Department of Human Services

Illinois Department of Public Health
Commission on Accreditation of Rehabilitation Facilities

Illinois Department of Labor

Affiliations:
Illinois Association of Rehabilitation Facilities

Association of Persons in Supported Employment
Illinois State Chamber of Commerce

DeKalb County Economic Development Corp.
DeKalb Chamber of Commerce

Sycamore Chamber of Commerce

Thank You Donors

Board of 
Directors

Jim Dombek ......................................................Chair 
Sarah Tobias……... ..............................1st Vice Chair 
Jeff Richardson. ...........................................Secretary 
Tom Matya…………..... ...............................Treasurer 
Nick Lee .................................................... Past Chair 

Kevin Poorten 
Karen Simmons 
John Spinoso
Tom Sullivan
Helen Traglia

Lisa Becker
Tim Conklin
Brian Gregory 
Betsy Hull
Christie Kyler

Members

Opportunity House is a nonprofit, community sponsored 
organization providing a variety of services to individuals 

with intellectually/developmental disabilities. Our programs 
are funded by state, county and private donations

Visit us at www.ohinc.org
     Find us on Facebook

Event Sponsors

C-H Plumbing Inc
Charles G Rose, Attorney at Law

Coldwell Banker, Honig Bell
Dahlquist Heating & Cooling

Daily Chronicle
Douglas & Lynn Roberts

Edward Jones
Elliott & Wood, Inc
First Midwest Bank

First National Bank of Omaha
Floor To Ceiling

Heartland Bank & Trust
Ideal Industries

Ken Spears Construction
Kishwaukee Health Systems

Kiwanis Club of DeKalb
Mei Materials Engineering

Packaging Ideas, Inc dba Rapid-Pac
Pardridge Insurance Inc

Pinkston-Tadd Inc
School Tool Box LLC

Slingerland & Clark P.C.
SMS Ventures LLC
Sparkle Janitorial

State Farm Insurance
Suter Company Inc.

Swedberg & Associates, Inc.
The Foster & Buick Law Group LLC

Upstaging Lighting & Transport
Waterman State Bank

Zea Mays Holdings, LLC


