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The Recreation Department enjoyed making Valentine's Day cards 

for loved ones on Thursday, February 3.  

Community Day Services had a fun photo booth on Valentine’s Day. 

Everyone got to take home a photo to give to someone special or keep for themself. 



Classroom 105 had fun creating gifts for Valentine's Day. These arts and crafts activities 

were coordinated by Dana and Nikki. We painted hearts with Nikki and we made 

thoughtful "You stole a pizza my heart" gifts with Dana!  

 

Happy Retirement Ken! 
Ken Safford, Director of Operations,  retired after 18 years of service at Opportunity 

House on Wednesday, February 23. He will be missed by us all! The workshop crew 

gathered together for a farewell party where they said a few words and gifted Ken a 

coffee mug with a group photo on it. Every time Ken has a cup of coffee he will be 

reminded of all of his friends at OH Industries. Enjoy your retirement Ken! 

“You’re the greatest friend I 

ever had,” says Connie 

“At times you were like a father figure to 

me, and I love you for that,” says Kristine 

“It’s been a real pleasure 

working with all of you, 

and I will miss you all,” 

says Ken. 



Opportunity House Athletics was on fire at the basketball tournament on Sunday, 

January 30th. Congratulations to all three teams on earning your trophies and medals! 

 
Avery Purdom is the Case Manager for the 

residents at Sacramento and Center Cross. She shares 

that she has a special connection with Opportunity 

House because her mom worked for the organization 

twenty years ago and her sister participated in 

Opportunity House Athletics. 

 

Team Heat won gold! 

Team Lightning 

took home silver! 

Team Thunder 

took home gold! 

Avery was a ballet dancer for most of her life. 

She stopped dancing formally in 2014, but she still 

enjoys dancing during her free time. Avery also likes 

to ride horses. When she was young girl, her mom 

sent her to a horse themed Girl Scout camp. Ever since 

then she’s been in love with horses!  

A fun fact about Avery is that she raises greyhounds. She adopts puppies and retired 

greyhounds from Kansas, Arkansas, and Iowa. She often goes out of the state to pick up and 

bring home around five greyhounds each trip.    

Aria and Fiona 

are both 

greyhounds that 

Avery adopted 

Avery often visits 

her friend in 

Ashton, IL where 

she enjoys riding 

her horse, Bill. 



 

 

 

 

Brad Lomax, who is known for connecting the Civil Rights 

Movement and disability rights. Lomax was diagnosed with 

multiple sclerosis in his early teenage years. He helped lead 

a historic and successful sit-in in San Francisco that fought 

for accessibility laws and laid the groundwork for the 

Americans with Disabilities Act. Lomax paved the way for 

decades of activism that transformed opportunities and 

access for people with disabilities.  

Black History Month is an annual celebration of achievements 

by African Americans and a time for recognizing their central 

role in U.S. history.  In honor of Black 

History Month we highlighted influential 

Black men and women with disabilities, 

recognizing their contributions to the 

United States.  

Stephen Wiltshire is an artist from the United Kingdom, 
known for his breathtaking drawings of city skylines. 
Wiltshire was diagnosed with autism early on in life, but 
has an incredible photographic memory. He has traveled all 
over the world recreating several meter long recreations of 
the city from memory after just a short helicopter ride. 
Stephen also draws portraits and classic American cars and 
has founded his own permanent gallery. 

Every year the Community Supports Program Staff decorate 

their office door tributing Black History month. 

Diana Elizabeth Jordan, an actress, writer, producer, and 

director with cerebral palsy who has many impressive 

accomplishments inside and outside of Hollywood! She was 

the first actress with a disability to receive a Masters of 

Fine Arts in Acting from California State University Long 

Beach in 2001. Jordan also founded an expressive arts 

Production company, called The Rainbow Butterfly Cafe . 

Role models like Jordan make a big difference in setting 

high expectations for youth with disabilities.  



Rosina Kroos 

Diane Elliott 

James Newhouse 

John Honiotes 

Knights of Columbus 

Council 717 

Michael Mendel 

Kishwaukee United Way 

Kevin & Susan Hopper 

Bob & Diane Hammon 

James & Tamey Trier 

Sycamore Moose 

Lodge 1506 

Deanna Blanco 

First Midwest Bank 

Frank DiNatale 

Thank You Donors! 

Memorials 

In memory of  

Mary Samardzija 

Dave & Mary Ann Benson 

 

In memory of Shane Bird 

Cheryl Nicholson 

 

In memory of 

Warren Young 

Kathy & Russ Sloniker 

Warren Young Family 
 



Institute Day 

Friday, March 18, 2022 

All Day Programs Closed 

 

Learning For Life Art Show 

Wednesday, April 6, 2022 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

Annual Sponsors 

Board of Directors 

Officers 

Jim Dombek………….……..........Chair 

Ben Swedberg……………Vice Chair 

Helen Traglia………….…..Secretary 

Kevin Poorten…...…….…Past Chair 

Landon Faivre……………Treasurer 

 

Directors 
Lorna Bemis 
Tim Conklin  
Lisa Crutcher 

Jennifer Darlinger 
Landon Faivre  
Jeanne Isabel 

Monteil Johnson  
Pulchratia Lacey  
Kathy Sloniker 
Grant Stanojev 
Tom Weaver 

About Us 

OH is a not-for-profit 501 c 3 

organization providing services 
to disabled adults since 1963. 

 

Our mission is to help people 
with developmental disabilities 
work, live in homes of their 

choice, and enjoy community life. 

 

We offer a wide variety of 
services including residential, 

day program, supported 
employment, recreation and 

Special Olympics. 
 

For more information about our 
programs, check out our website 
at www.ohinc.org or contact us at 

815-895-5108. 


