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Kissing the Virus Goodbye 
The impact of COVID-19 on our lives, our activities, and our freedom has affected us 

all. After restrictions from seeing loved ones, the closing of the community day 

services, and fears of becoming ill, many Opportunity House clients and staff are eager 

to get past this pandemic. Now we have a new, safe, and effective tool to help us do 

that—COVID-19 vaccines. 

 

On Wednesday, January 20, 2021, Opportunity House hosted a vaccination clinic for 
clients and staff. Clients and staff will receive the second dose of the vaccine on 
Wednesday, February 17. We ask you to join us in protecting yourself, your family and 
friends, and our community by getting vaccinated.  

Lisa proudly showing 

her vaccination card.  



  

CSP Case Manager, Jill proudly got her 

first dose of the COVID-19 vaccine.  

FAQ about COVID-19 Vaccines 
Information from the CDC 

How do the vaccines work? 
COVID-19 mRNA vaccines give instructions for our cells to make a 
harmless piece of what is called the “spike protein.” The spike protein 
is found on the surface of the virus that causes COVID-19. 

The spike protein prompts your body to build an immune response for coronavirus and 

make antibodies. At the end of the process, our bodies have learned how to protect against 

future infection. The benefit of mRNA vaccines, like all vaccines, is those vaccinated gain 

this protection without ever having to risk the serious consequences of getting sick with 

COVID-19. 

Are They Safe? 
COVID-19 vaccines are safe and effective.   

All COVID-19 vaccines were tested in clinical 

trials involving tens of thousands of people 

to make sure they meet safety standards and 

protect adults of different ages, races, and 

ethnicities. There were no serious safety 

concerns. 

If my risk of getting COVID-19 is low, why should I get it? 
It is still possible to get sick with COVID-19 when you’re young and healthy. The COVID-19 

vaccine will add another layer of protection. Think of it this way, the vaccine is a stopping 

point. Imagine that a large group gets together and no one is vaccinated. The virus can 

travel quickly from one person to the next. But, if a significant number of people are 

vaccinated and immune to the disease, the virus stops with those who are vaccinated and 

doesn’t travel further. You’re not just protecting yourself, you’re protecting others around 

you when you get vaccinated.  



  

I miss getting out of the house. I’m 

excited to see friends and family, go 

back to work and go to church when the 

pandemic is over. 

I’m doing my part to help the world 

get back to normal. The more people 

get vaccinated, the quicker we can 

get back to normal life. 

I’m ready for this to end. I have two 

kids at home. We haven’t done 

anything in the last 9-10 months. I’m 

ready for us to be able to go out and 

do family things again. 

Opportunity House Staff & Clients Discuss 

COVID-19 Vaccines 

Sarah, resident at Brian 

Lisa, DSP 

I chose to get vaccinated for the clients. I 

know that I have to do everything I can 

because it’s my job to care for them. I love 

them and I’d like to get things back to normal. 

Watching them in the group homes is difficult 

because they’re stuck in the house all day. I 

just want this to be done. 
JP, Residential Trainer 

Claudia, DSP 

Betsy, DSP 

I encourage everyone to get the vaccine. 

We love our families, we love what we do 

and we love our community so let’s keep us 

all together safe! 

Sheila 

BJ 



  

February is Black History Month!  Black History 

Month is a time for celebrating the achievements 

of, recognizing the history of, and acknowledging 

the disparities still facing the African American 

community. As we celebrate Black History Month, 

Opportunity House recognizes the contributions 

made and the important presence of African 

Americans to the United States. It is important to 

note this includes more than 5.6 million African 

Americans living with a disability in the U.S.  

 

A few ways to celebrate Black History this month:  

 Support a Black business  
 Visit a Black History or Civil Rights Museum  

 Read a book by a Black author  

 Study the African Diaspora  

 Explore Black Music  

 Read Dr. King’s I Have a Dream Speech  

 Read a biography of an influential Black figure  

Employee Walk of Fame 

Julian began his undergrad experience at 

Carol University in Wisconsin where he also 

played football for two years. He transferred 

to Northern Illinois University where he is 

studying Special Education. He will finish his 

last semester in May and begin student 

teaching in the fall. He continues to be 

involved with athletics. He has enjoyed being 

a part of the rugby team at NIU. He also 

enjoys going to concerts.  He likes any  kind 

Jill and Brianna decorated the 

CSP door in tribute to Black 

History Month  

Johnnisha decorated the 

Maplewood door to honor 8 

of the many Black inventors 

throughout history. 

Julian, his younger sister, and his girlfriend. 

of live music such as Rock, EDM, Folk, Blue Grass, and Country. He also likes to read during 

his free time. Two of his favorite books are Devil in the White City and The Book Thief. 



  

Executive Director, Bob Shipman will retire on July 31, 2021. 

Bob has dedicated most of his professional career 

to Opportunity House in a variety of roles. Bob has 

provided leadership as the Executive Director for the 

past 14 years.  

 

“My first thoughts are to the clients, staff and 

families with whom I’ve worked over the years. 

Though I am really  looking forward spending more time 

with family and golfing buddies, a flood of wonderful 

memories of my time at OH have swept over me as my announcement neared.  I will miss 

you all very much.  OH is the best in the business and it’s been an honor to lead the 

organization these past 14 years,” said Bob 

 

The Board of Directors will immediately begin the search to identify the next Executive Director 

of Opportunity House to provide leadership in a challenging environment. 

 

“Bob’s extraordinary dedication and years of service to OH and its clients are amazing 

accomplishments and speak to Bob’s passion and commitment,” said Jim Dombek, Chair of the 

OH Board of Directors.  “Bob has led the organization through tremendous growth to support 

the adult residents of DeKalb County with disabilities. We wish Bob well in retirement” 

 

Bob will be greatly missed by everyone at Opportunity House. Thank you for all your hard 

work, Bob. We will value these last few months with you at OH!  

 

 



  

Thank You to All Our Donors 

Steven Andres 

Deanna Blanco 

Ann Bordenet 

Stephen & Melinda Chaney 

Steve & Pat Faivre 

Betty & Mary Johnson 

Maury & Cara Killey 

Timothy Leacock 

 

 

W. William & Carole  Minor 

Juanita Mundy 

James Newhouse 

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph M. Pasteris 

James & Kelly Rhodes 

Tom & Pam Sullivan 

Heartland Bank 

J6 Polymers, LLC 

Memorials 
In memory of Betty Clausen 

Board of Directors 
Officers 

Jim Dombek………….……..........Chair 

Ben Swedberg……………Vice Chair 

Helen Traglia………….…..Secretary 

Christie Kyler……….…….Treasurer 

Kevin Poorten…...…….…Past Chair 

 

Directors 
Lorna Bemis 

Tim Conklin  

Jennifer Darlinger 

Landon Faivre  

Jeanne Isabel 

Karen  Kuppler 

Tom Matya 

Dr. Rebecca Shortridge 

Karen Simmons 

Tom Weaver 

About Us 

OH is a not-for-profit 501 (c) 3 

organization providing services 

to disabled adults since 1963. 

 

Our mission is to help people 

with developmental disabilities 

work, live in homes of their 

choice, and enjoy community life. 

 

We offer a wide variety of 

services including residential, 

day program, supported 

employment, recreation and 

Special Olympics. 

 

For more information about our 

programs check out our website 

at www.ohinc.org or contact us at 

815-895-5108. 

Happy Valentines Day! 

Kim received a valentine in 

the mail from her friend BJ. 

How sweet of him! 

Douglas & Mary Foland 

Charles & Patricia Foster 

Carolyn Hopkins 

Daniel & Beth Nicoson 

Marilyn & Gerard  Piccioni 

Ron & Marilyn Rood 



You are invited to the

ART EXTRAVAGANZA! 
 

Join us on Facebook Live or Zoom 
Thursday, March 18th 5pm 

 

BE AN ARTIST 
 

Paint abstract mountains 

instructed by artist, 

Jamie Andre. 

MEET THE ARTISTS 
 

Get to know Opportunity 

House students from two 

of the Visual Thinking 

Strategies classes. 

VIEW ARTWORK 
 

Enjoy drawings, 

paintings and collages. 

Purchase tickets for $25 each. Each ticket includes an art kit with a canvas, 

paint, brushes, and a pallet. All proceeds will support Opportunity House.  

 

Unable to attend the event? Sponsor an art kit for a client to enjoy! 



Tickets  $25 Each ticket includes:  
   one art kit with canvas, 
   paint, brushes, pallet  

Sponsor $25 Sponsor an art kit for 
   a client to enjoy!  

________ X $25.00 = _____________ 

# of tickets              total ticket cost 

________ X $25.00 = _____________ 

# art kits              total cost 

ART EXTRAVAGANZA 
 

TICKET OPTIONS 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Business/Individual Name_______________________________________________________ 

 

Contact Name________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address___________________________________City___________________Zip__________ 

 

Phone______________________________Email____________________________________ 

 

Art Kits can be picked up from the Opportunity House main building, 

Pick up dates:  Friday, March 12th, 8:30am-4pm or 

Monday through Thursday, March 15th-18th 8:30am-4pm. 

Sponsored art kits will be delivered to the group homes by OH staff.  

 

Please return this completed form along with your payment by Friday February 26th to: 

 

Please make checks payable to Opportunity House, Inc. 

Opportunity House, Inc. • 357 N California St.   Sycamore, IL 60178 

Shaylee Hester • Phone:  815-895-5108 ext. 130   Email: shester@ohinc.org  

 

Visit www.ohinc.org to purchase tickets online. 

mailto:shester@ohinc.org

