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Our Mission is to help people with disabilities work, 
live in homes of their choice, and enjoy community life.



Dear Friends,
Another year has passed and it’s time once 
again to thank you all for everything you’ve 
done to support Opportunity House and the 
people we serve. Without your commitment 
to our mission we could not have met the 
needs of 240 individuals and their families. 

From the opening of our accessible home on 
Center Cross Street to sending three Special 
Olympic athletes to the World Games in 
Los Angeles, the past year was a busy and 
productive one. With dedicated staff and 
board, involved parents, guardians and 
families, and a generous community we 
remain financially strong and firm in our 
commitment to provide the best possible 
service to adults with intellectual and 
developmental disabilities. 

The past year was a very good one but 
challenges remain. After a decade in which 
we’ve seen no increases in reimbursement 
rates for the services we provide, the 
infrastructure we need to continue to provide 
the highest quality programming is eroding.  
Though we hope to see a turnaround in 
state funding we aren’t waiting for it and 
will secure our own future by increasing our 
capacity for private fund development. We 
hope you will continue to support us and 
help us meet the growing community need.  

We accomplished a lot this past year and 
have a lot to be proud of so please take a few 
minutes and read through the report. Thank 
you again for helping make this a great year.

•	 Residential Services opened the Center 
Cross Home in October, 2014 increasing 
our capacity for serving mobility impaired 
individuals. With six accessible bedrooms 
at Center Cross and eight at our Maplewood 
home we have the capacity to meet 
accessibility needs for the foreseeable future.  

•	 Respite Services provided 86 days of 
needed respite to area families, far exceeding 
their goal of 60 days.   

•	 Community Support provided needed 
support and direction to 24 individuals living 
in their own home, and exceeded goals in 
maximizing independent living skills. 

•	 OH Industries/Work Services generated 
nearly $245,000 in revenue by contracting 
with 16 companies to perform 341 different 
packaging and assembly jobs, providing 
88 individuals with opportunities to earn 
wages while honing skills for community 
employment. 

•	 Vocational Services placed 16 individuals 
in competitive community employment and 
received 100% employer satisfaction ratings 
on employer satisfaction surveys. 
	

•	 Special Olympics sent three athletes to 
the World Games held July 25 – August 2 
in Los Angeles, California. Playing for the 
American soccer team, Cody Zimmer, Brendan 
Morrissey, and Matt Sherman brought home 
bronze medals. 

•	 Fundraising Events, Band Together for 
Special Olympics and the 6th Annual 
Golf Outing, raised over $39,500 for 
unfunded programs. 
	
•	 Developmental Training held a Craft Sale 
to raise funds for the purchase of a computer 
to use for client programming, hosted a 
luncheon to recognize staff and client for 
their community volunteer service, and 
achieved 100% compliance on their annual 
licensing survey.    

•	 The Learning for Life graduated 10 
individuals receiving Certificates of 
Accomplishment from Kishwaukee College 
at a commencement ceremony in November, 
2015, and hosted an Art Show at the 
Developmental Training Center featuring the 
artwork of students of the program. 
	
•	 Carla Raynor, Learning for Life Instructor, 
received the Spirit of Caring Award from the 
Kishwaukee United Way in March, 2015.

Robert L. Shipman
Executive Director

Achievements and Program Outcomes 
for FY 2015



Last year a random sample of 47 consumer 
satisfaction surveys of individuals, parents, 
guardians and other family members were 
conducted. The results showed continued 
satisfaction with the programs and services 
we offer. 

•	 96% of respondents indicated satisfaction 
	 with the services they receive.

•	 100% indicated that their concerns were 
	 addressed in a timely manner.

•	 92% of those interviewed would refer OH 
	 to other people.  

Opportunity House programs were once 
again recognized for their quality. The DHS 
Bureau of Licensure, Certification and 
Accreditation, and the Bureau of Quality 

Management conducted unannounced on-site 
surveys of our Day Program Services, CILA, 
and Home Based Services. Their findings 
of 93%-100% compliance with standards 
confirmed programming excellence. 

Expenses
Community Integrated	 $2,573,854	 46.0%
Living Arrangements

Developmental Training 	 $1,263,263	 22.6%

Community Living Facility	 $367,656	 6.6%

Vocational Services	 $177,242	 3.2%

Recreation	 $200,078	 3.6%

Administration	 $1,015,597	 18.1%
of all Programs

Total Expenses	 $5,597,690	 100.0%

As good stewards of financial resources, Opportunity House continually 
seeks ways to control costs while providing the highest quality services.

Revenue
DHS Fee-for-Service	 $3,905,693	 69.2%

Client Fees &	 $774,058	 13.7%
Third Party Payments

Contract Income	 $270,520	 4.8%

DeKalb County 	 $147,800	 2.6%
Community Mental Health

DeKalb County Senior Grant	 $26,411	 0.5%

Contributions	 $278,266	 4.9%
(Includes United Way)

Miscellaneous	 $243,629	 4.3%
(HUD Fees, Interest, Misc.)

Total Revenue	 $5,646,377	 100.0%

Stewardship and Managing Resources

Measures of Success



3-D Auto Repair
A Lasting Impression, Inc. 
Abrahamson, D. M.
Albers, Robert & Grace
Alden, Becky
Altenburg, Walter & Lorraine
Anderson, Marianne
Archer Alignment
Augsburg, Guy & Beverly
Baccheschi, Kristine
Barb City Auto
Barger, Patricia Ann
Bayless, Lana
Bazan, Brian & Deanna
Bazeli, Frank & Marilyn
Bemis, Ronald & Lorna
Bemis, Steven & Ellen
Bender, Gary & Colleen
Benning, Janice & Brent
Benson, Donald & Janice
Bergland, Patricia
Berkheimer, Robin
Bernard Lyons Family Trust
Bernhardy, Marvin & Wanda
Berry, Mildred
Biddle, John & Lauren
Bockman, Ray & Irene
Bockman's Auto Care
Boe, Mark & Kristin
Boltz, Kevin & Kelsi
Bond, Bradley & Deborah
Bonney, David
Borstad, Rodney
Bossenga, Melinda & Jesse
Bourdages, Dean
Brandon, Autumn
Bridge, Almeda
Brown, Charles & Martha
Brown, Donna
Bryner, Paula
Buck, James & Karen
Buffalo Wild Wings
Bukowsky, Franca
Butala, Janice
Butler, Kathryn
Buzzell, Paul & Marge
Cain Memorial Fund
California Pizza Kitchen
Carlson, Tim & Lorelli
Cashion, Jane
Cashion, Mark & Alma
Cashion, Michael
Cassida, Virginia
Castle, John & Nancy
Castle, Nancy D.
CDA 996 Immaculate Conception
Chaney, Stephen & Melinda
Charles, Jennifer
Clarner, Robert & Sharon Lyon
Clausen, Milford & Betty
Cleveland, Carol & Laverne
Cochran, Diana
Cochrane, Emery & Kathleen 
Cole, Anne
Comeford, Mary
Coover, Dorothy
Cordes, Patricia
Cosentino, Dawn
Cowley, Lisa
Cress, Jack & Ellen
Crest Foods Co., Inc.
Cummings, Gordon & Shirley
Curran, Mary
Daneshvary, Nasser & Rennae
Dawes, Janet
Deegan, Donna
DeKalb County Community Foundation
DeKalb Harley - Davidson
Delaney, Jeri
Difiore, Karen
Dist. 427 Volleyball Fundraiser
DKR Independent Living LLC
Dombek, James & Kathryn
Downs-Ovitz, Jane
Duffy, Mary Diane
Duncan, Harold & Marla
Dunham, Darlene
Durham, Leonard & Lauralee
Durko, Catherine & William 
Dwyer, Thomas & Elaine
Edmundson, D.D. and J.A.
Eichelkraut, David & Catherine
Elliot, Jannan
Emry, Joseph & Diane
Erickson, Donald & Mary Ann
Ethal Jordal Estate
Eubanks, Phil & Mary Lou
Fabris, A.
Fagan, P.A.
Fairfield, John & Laura
Faivre, Patricia
Fallier, Lu Ella
First Lutheran Church

First Northern Credit Union
First United Methodist Church of DeKalb
Fischer, Craig & Bekubda
Floyd, Linda & Jerry
Foelske, Loren & Cathy
Forsberg, Larry & Stephanie
Foster, Dea
Franklin's Frames & Art
Fransk, Thomas II
Freagon, Sharon
Freise, Wayne & Christine
Friesen, Eric
Gahlbeck, Shirley & Michael
Gallagly, Megan 
Gehrke, Catherine & Stefanie
George & Betty Dutton Foundation
Gilbert, Stephen
Gilpatrick, Charles
Gismondo, Alfio & Rosemary
Glowinski, James & Stacy
Goff, Brett & Sherry
Gones, Steven & Lauranna
Gorman, Lea
Graham, Joan
Grush, Karen
Gulke, Scott & Karla
Guss, Delmer & Nancy
Gutierrez, Manuela
Hair Productions
Hames, Justin & Sarah
Hamingson, Daniel & Karen
Hammon, Dr. Robert & Diane
Harlow, Jeremy
Hart, Helen & John
Hart, Katherine
Hayes, Robin Christine
Haymakers Enterprises, Inc.
Hedberg, Janet & Arthur
Hedberg, Nancy Anderson
Heinisch, Linda & Ray
Heintz, James & Valerie
Heinze, Antoinette
Hendricks, James & Kathleen
Henne, John & Rita
Henson, Barbara
Hess, Jeffrey & Mary
Hickey, Kenneth & Mary Ellen
Hill, Douglas & Stephine
Hoehne, Beverly
Hoffman, Renee
Hoffman, Tom & Louise
Honiotes, John
Hopper, Kevin & Susan
Horton, Roxanne & Chris
Hott, Kathy
Hott, Raymond
Hoyt, Margueritte & Frank
Hudson, Donald & Bonnie
Hudson, Sarah
Hulseberg Fine Arts
Hurst, Debbie
Husa, Florence
Hutchins, Rita Prober
Illini Tire of DeKalb, Inc.
Iroquois Investments
Isabel, Jeanne
Isreal of God's Church WHA
Iverson, Dennis & Claudia
Jensen, Robert & Sue
Jewett, Chad & Tiffany
Johnson, Kathy
Johnson, Marc
Johnson, Margaret
Jones, Cathy
JRG Capital Partners LLC
Juday, David & Suzanne
Jurs, Kathy Lee & Nelson, Paul
Katz, Kathleen
Keller, Charles & Cheryl
Kershinik, Elizabeth
Kinczewski, Janice
King, Joseph & Barbara
King-Roberts, Lynne
Kirby, James & Charlotte
Kitterman, Harry & Pamela
Kiwanis 
Kjellander, Jenny & Nancy
Klein, Roger & Irene
Klein, Ronald
Klotz, Allison
Knights of Columbus
Koehnke, Brian & Barbra
Krabbe, Loraine
Kroos, John & Lolly
Laird, Bonnie
Lane, Beverly
Larry & Lucille Thomsen Trust
Lehan Drugs
Leifheit, David & Nancy
Levinson, Helen
Liebhaber, Susan
Lindhart, Charles & Ruth
Liston, Linda

Lockard, Kathlynn & James
Looney, Bernard & Maureen
Loth, Ann & Steve
Loyal Order of Moose #586
Lutheran Church Women
Lynch, Barb
Lynch, Mary Therese
Malecki, Joseph & Christine
Mangino, Jennifer
Marnell, Joyce
Martin, Donna
Mary C. Gilpatrick Trust
Mason, Linda
Massier, Darla
McCabe, Linda Doyle
McGee, Barbara
McGirr, Dennis & Virginia
McKay, Cliff
McKinley, Sandra
McLaughlin, G & J
McMenamin, Paul & Nancy
Meyer, Linda & Kevin
Midwest Orthopedic Institute
Mike's Auto & Truck Repair
Miller, Annie
Miller, Brett & Susan
Miller, Christopher & Lisa
Moen, Elaine
Montgomery, Jay & Lynn
Montgomery, Kim
Montgomery, Lisa
Moon, Toni Anne
Motorworks of DeKalb
Mullis, Jack & Elizabeth
Myre, Matt & Nancy
Nakonechny, Sheryl
Napa Auto Parts
Naylor, Carol
Newman Catholic Students Center 
Nicolay, Tricia
Nord, Donald & Lynn
Norris, Nancy
Norton, Florence
Ocker, Charles & Michelle
Oeser, Chanette
O'Grady, James & Mary
O'Hagan, William & Donna
Olsen, Renee & Steven
Olson, Gregory & Mary Luann 
Olson, Jane
Olson, Robert & Mary
O'Toole, Barbara & James
Ott, Linda & Darrin
Owens, John, Felicia and Rachael
Parsons, Barbara
Parsons, Carol
Pasillas, Rafael
Pasteris, Joseph & Margaret
Paul Mobley Memorial
PC Net Consulting
Pete Lyons Memorial
Peterson, N.L. & D.L. 
Petesch, David & Jean
Petit, Edward & Theresa
Pickerill, Jon & Ann
Pietens, Linda
Pinkston-Tadd, Inc. 
Pletsch, Karen
Poorten, Kevin & Patty
Pritchard, Robert & Mary
Quiram, Sandra
Reding, Jack
Reineck, Nick
Rexroat, Marilyn & Charles
Rhoades, Sharon
Rhodes, James & Kelly
RichWrap Inc.
Riippi, Doris
Riippi, Jill
Ritz's Southtown Auto
River-Screiber, Ada
Riverside Marathon
Roach, Ronald & Connie
Roberts, Doug & Lynn
Roberts, Frank & Susan
Rode, Denise
Roger Hoffman Memorial
Roth, Mark & Margaret
Rubeck, Elisa
Rubic, Marcy
Salem Lutheran Church
Sangabriel, Sara
Sauber, Patricia
Schewe, Daniel & Kathleen
School Toolbox LLC
Schramer, Charles & Pamela
Schramm, Edna
Schupbach, Joanne
Schupbach, Mary Ellen
Schupbach, Phil & Jennifer
Schupbach, Steven & Pamela
Schwartz, Linda
Schyvincht, Bret

Licensure & 
Certification:
Illinois Department of Human Services

Illinois Department of Public Health
Commission on Accreditation of Rehabilitation Facilities

Illinois Department of Labor

Affiliations:
Illinois Association of Rehabilitation Facilities

Association of Persons in Supported Employment
Illinois State Chamber of Commerce

DeKalb County Economic Development Corp.
DeKalb Chamber of Commerce

Sycamore Chamber of Commerce

Scott, Roger
Self, Lois
Sennis, R.J. & L.A.
Shabbona Community Chest
Shaffer, Jackie
Shaver, Todd & Susan
Sherman, Barbara
Shields, Mark & Diane
Shipman, Bob
Shore, Brian & Mary
Shirley, Helen
Siesser, T.A. & L.R.
Sill, Judith
Simmons, Karen & Chester
Simon, Robert & Arlita
Sims, Judy
Siragusa, Phillip & Carmen
Skog, Rachael
Slayton, Penelope & Brian
Slayton-King, Ruthann
Slonicker, Russell & Kathleen
Smith, Floyd
Smith, Jerome & Agapita
Smith, Linda
Smith, Regina
Smith, Sandra
SMS Ventures Ltd. 
Snow, Robert & Mary
St. George Greek Orthodox Church
St. Mary's Church of Sycamore
Stahl, James Tony
Stang, Michael & Lisa
Steimel, Roger & Caryl
Steinbis, Corinne
Stevens, Sally
Stezco, Rebecca 
Stout, Jeffrey & Caroline
Stout, Thomas & Ann
Strack, Mary
Stracner, Conzada
Stromborg, Marilyn
Stroud, Robert & Margery
Stuckert, Michel & Nicole
Sullivan, Thomas & Pamela
Sutter Company
Sweetman, Dan
Sweetman, Joan
Sweetman, Richard & Barbara
Sycamore Elks Lodge #1392
Sycamore Moose Lodge #1505
Sycamore Odd Fellows Lodge
Tatum, Wanda
Thompson, Ann
Three Initials, Inc.
Tobias, John & Sarah
Tobias, Ruth Ann
Tourville, Sharon
Traglia, Helen
Trier, James & Tamey
Troyer, Everett
Troyer, Joyce
Turner, Tyrone & Donna
Twombly, Barbara & Robert
Ullmark, Jamie
United Methodist Women of Sycamore
United Way Fox Valley
United Way of Genoa-Kingston
United Way of Kishwaukee
University Shell
Untuch, Carol
Upstaging Lighting & Transport
Vale, Lyndsey
Van Buer, Mary Beth
Vary, Dr. Patricia
Vesta, Dale & Leanne
Villers, Joyce
Virgil Cook & Sons, Inc.
Walzer, Donna
Washburn, Thomas
Waterman Community Chest
Watson, Jack
Weisser, Erich & Kathleen
Wenzel, Karen & Jerry
Wesley, Kreg
White, Alvin & Helen
Whitesell, Jeanne
Wilson, John & Phyllis
Winslow, Marcus & Marylou
Witz, Mary Jane
Womack, Jon
Worrell, Jonathan
WOTM Sycamore Chapter 745
Yates, L. David & June
Zar, Carol
Zell, Kimberly
Zimmerman-Trust, M. Nadine
Ziola, Christopher & Lisa
Zipse, Chad & Karen
Zurbrugg, Anita

Thank You Donors Event Sponsors
Kishwaukee Health Systems 

Zea Mays Holding
National Bank & Trust of Sycamore

Coldwell Banker Honig-Bell – The Melissa Mobile Team
Waterman State Bank

Dalquist Heating & Cooling
Upstaging Lighting & Transport
Law Offices of Charles G. Rose

Sycamore Containers
Rapid-Pac

Sparkle Janitorial
Ken Spears Construction

C/H Plumbing
Pinkston-Tadd Roofing

The Foster-Buick Law Group
Timberland Financial

DeKalb Kiwanis/Aktion Club of Opportunity House
Singerland & Clark Law Firm

Pardridge Insurance
Floor-to-Ceiling

American Midwest Bank 
Blumen Gardens

Castle Bank
Elliot & Wood, Inc.
The Suter Company

Anderson Funeral Home 
Steve & Mary Ann Steinbis

Opportunity House, Inc. is a not-for-profit, community 
sponsored rehabilitation center providing services to 

individuals with developmental disabilities.

Visit us at www.ohinc.org

Board of Directors
Nick Lee.............................................................Chair
Jeff Richardson........................................... Vice Chair
Chad Jewett.................................................Secretary
Kayte Hamel.................................................Treasurer
Tom Matya................................................. Past Chair

Karen Simmons 
Tom Sullivan
Sarah Tobias
Helen Traglia

Lisa Becker
Jim Dombek
Brian Gregory 
John Hulseberg
Kevin Poorten 

Members


